
Removing Obstacles
By Pas tor Chris Priestaf, 
Mount Bethel, PA

“Very early on the first day of the week, just af -
ter sun rise, they were on their way to the tomb
and they asked each other, ‘Who will roll the

stone away from the en trance of the tomb?’  But
when they looked up, they saw that the stone,

which was very large, had been rolled
away.”   Mark 16:2-4

he night had got ten late.  Life as both a teacher and a
stu dent made such nights the norm. Fi nal ex ams
only height ened the in ten sity.  Writ ing, cor rect ing,
study ing, teach ing.  There were sim ply not enough

min utes in the day.
Per haps this is why the phone star tled her so much.  It

did n’t usu ally ring past 9:30.  Sa rah picked it up cau -
tiously, fear ing the news that fre quently co mes at this
hour.  Her mom’s voice met her hello: “Sa rah, it’s your
Grandpa…..he’s not do ing well.”  Her pain ful words were
met with a lengthy, tear ful si lence.  Sa rah’s mind could n’t
help but travel back in time.  She re mem bered bounc ing
on Grandpa’s lap as a lit tle girl, and go ing fish ing with him 
as a young girl, and just sit ting and talk ing to him as a
grown girl.  She al ways called him when a de ci sion
needed to be made, or better yet, a story had to be told.  He
was al ways there to lis ten, al ways there to ad vise, and al -
ways good for a laugh.  He meant the world to Sa rah, and
now he was al most gone.

Sa rah had an in sa tia ble de sire to see him one more
time.  She wanted to h old his hand, to kiss his brow, to let
him know how much he meant to her.  But do ing so
seemed im pos si ble.  For one thing, it was fi nals time.  She
was both a given and a taken of the ex ams.  How could she

be gone?  More than that, she lived on the op po site coast. 
Not only was time an is sue, there was the money.  She
barely made rent, let alone enough for a cross-coun try
flight on short no tice.

All she wanted to do was see him, but she could n’t. 
There were too many ob sta cles, too many miles, too much 
stuff in the way.

Ob sta cles.  Bar ri ers.  Walls.  The ti tle you give them
does n’t re ally mat ter; their ef fect does.  They are the
things that keep us from go ing where we de sire to go, see -
ing whom we de sire to see, par tak ing of that which we de -
sire to par take.  And they show up when they’re least
wel comed.  Sa rah knew it, you know it, and I know it. 
For tu nately, two women named Mary knew it, too, and so
did their friend Salome.

The three women were close with Je sus.  Hav ing wit -
nessed the grue some events of Fri day, and then hav ing en -
dured his tory’s lon gest Sat ur day, the women were ready
to do what they could on Sunday.  Mark, in chap ter 16, re -
cords it this way: “When the Sab bath was over, Mary
Mag da lene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices so that they might go to anoint Je sus’ body. 
Very early on the first day of the week, just af ter sun rise,
they were on their way to the tomb and they asked each
other, ‘Who will roll the stone away from the en trance of
the tomb?’”

It’s a good ques tion, is n’t it?  They want to see Je sus. 
They plan to see Je sus.  But there is a re ally big stone in
the way.  Who’s go ing to move it?  Who’s go ing to deal
with the mas sive ob sta cle be tween them and Je sus?

I won der how many peo ple share the same ques tion as 
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these women.  Per haps you know 
some of them.  Per haps they are
you.  There is a great de sire to see 
Je sus, but a re ally big stone
stands in the way.

I think about the young col -
lege stu dent home for break.  She 
has dis cov ered that there re ally is 
a lot more free dom at school, and 
the choices are all hers to make. 
Un for tu nately, she has n’t made
them well.  She is em bar rassed,
even ashamed.  She knew better,
and did it any way.   To her, those
nights, those choices, re main re -
ally big stones.

Or the fam ily that has been
in and out of the church for years.  
Noth ing bad has hap pened;
they’ve just been “busy.”  It feels
weird to come back, to church
and to Christ.  Yet they want to. 
It just seems like there is a re ally
big stone in the way.

Or the al co holic who drinks
again.  Or the in di vid ual in the
re la tion ship that fails again.  Or
the dad who works too much too
late again.  Or the mom who gets
an gry and snaps again. 
Or…or…or.  Again and again
and again.

Ob sta cles. Bar ri ers.  Re ally
big stones.  All stand ing be tween 
us and Je sus.  Who’s go ing to
move it?  Who’s go ing to move
them?  The ques tion is prob a bly
more prev a lent than we re al ize.

I love how Mark re counts
this event.  He says that the
women were ask ing this ques tion 
on the way to the tomb.  It ap -
pears they did n’t know how they
were go ing to get to Je sus, but
they trusted they would.  And
sure enough, “…when they
looked up, they saw that the
stone, which was very large, had
been rolled away.”  The ob sta cle
had been re moved.  The one
thing they thought needed to be
done had al ready been done. 
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There was lit er ally noth ing left to do.
Amaz ing, is n’t it?  The won der of the Gos pel tucked

neatly into three lit tle verses about three lov ing women; 
Ev ery thing we think needs to be done has al ready been
done.  The ob sta cle has been re moved.  The bar rier is gone.  
Mark had al ready hinted at this a few verses ear lier, writ -
ing, “With a loud cry, Je sus breathed his last.  The cur tain
of the tem ple was torn in two from top to bot tom” (Mark
15:37-38).  The one ob sta cle be tween God and man was
gone.  Com pletely gone.  For ever.  And man did n’t do a
thing.

Re mem ber all the big stones we men tioned above,
those ob sta cles that seem to stand be tween us and Je sus?  It 
turns out we’ve given them more cre dence than they de -
serve.  Like that re ally big stone that only re ported to work
for two days – a bit terly dark Fri day and a seem ingly end -
less Sat ur day – our ob sta cles too went home on Sunday. 
And God has n’t called them back to work since.  Ev ery -
thing that needed to be done was done – for three hope ful
women and for you.  This is why the au thor of He brews en -
cour ages you in your time of great est need – when the
stones seem the big gest and your sins is most ob vi ous – to
“ap proach the throne of grace with con fi dence, so that we
may re ceive mercy and find grace” (4:16).  The bar ri ers
have been re moved.  It’s Easter.  En joy it.

 And Sa rah?  Her story ended better than any one imag -
ined.  Grandpa not only made it through fi nals’ week, he
also bought Sa rah a ticket home.  It just so hap pened that
he, too, wanted to be with her one more time.  So he re -
moved all the ob sta cles.

Taken from Faith and Fellowship with permission

Ed i tor’s Note: Hav ing known the ‘tra di tional’ Easter
Sunday is past, it is very Scrip tur ally prac ti cal ev ery ‘day’
in a ‘be liev ers’ life!  As you will note, in the Holy Scrip -
tures, ev ery ser mon that Pe ter and Paul preached is re -
corded in the same, that JESUS which was cru ci fied is
Risen & Alive!

In Ephe sians 2 (for ex am ple) no tice: verse 17 as
JESUS came and preached PEACE, verse 15 as JESUS 
mak ing PEACE and in verse 14 HE IS OUR PEACE!

“I serve a risen Sav ior, He’s in the world today; I know
that He is liv ing, whatever men may say; I see His hand of
mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, And just the time I need
Him He’s al ways near.  He lives, He lives, Christ Je sus
lives today!  He walks with me and talks with me along
life’s nar row way.  He lives, He lives, sal va tion to impart! 
You ask me how I know He lives?  He lives within my
heart.” 

The One Real God
“For all the gods of the na tions are idols: but the 

LORD made the heav ens.”

As the apos tle Paul re minded the Co rin thian Chris -
tians, “though there be many that are called gods, to us
there is but one God, the Fa ther, of whom are all things,
and we in him; and one Lord Je sus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him” (1 Co rin thi ans 8:5-6).

Ev ery per son has his own “god”; even athe ists or der
their lives by some prin ci ple of their own choos ing which
thus be comes in ef fect their “god”!  There are mul ti tudes
of oth ers who fol low var i ous other gods.  For ex am ple, the
Hin dus have al most in nu mer a ble gods.  Mus lims, on the
other hand, strongly ar gue for just one god, whom they call 
Al lah, but it was not Al lah who “made the heav ens.”  The
truth re vealed in the Bi ble is that it was God’s “dear Son”
by whom “were all things cre ated, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth” (Colossians 1:13, 16).  Al lah de nies that
he even has a Son, and he calls those who be lieve oth er -
wise (mean ing Chris tians) in fi dels.  The Ko ran is al leged
to con sist of the ver bally in spired words of Al lah, but it
(and there fore, Al lah) also de nies the Trin ity, as well as the
death and res ur rec tion of Christ, and so also de nies that the
Son of God pro vides sal va tion for all who be lieve on Him.  
That is more than enough to prove that Al lah is not the God 
of the Bi ble.

In our text above, the word “idols” sim ply means
“van i ties.”  It is all “in vain” to put one’s faith for eter nity
in a false god.  The Lord Je sus alone, hav ing cre ated all
things and paid the aw ful price to re deem all things, alone
can truly pro vide eter nal sal va tion.  “Nei ther is there sal va -
tion in any other; for there is none other name un der
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12).  He Him self ver i fied that “I am the way, …no
man com eth unto the Fa ther, but by me” (John 14:6).

Henry M. Morris, Ph. D. Copyright 2013, Institute for
Creation Research, Permission Granted 

“If jus tice, good faith, honor, grat i tude and all
the other qual i ties which en able the char ac ter
of a na tion, and ful fill the ends of Gov ern ment 
be the fruits of our es tab lish ment, the cause of
Lib erty will ac quire a dig nity and lus tre, which 
it has never yet en joyed, and an ex am ple will
be set, which cannot but have the most fa vor -

able in flu ence on the rights of Man kind.”

James Mad i son (1783)
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Heart Fail ure!
“…men’s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming 

on the earth, …”  (Luke 21:26) 

Sta tis ti cally, ‘heart fail ure’ is the lead ing ‘cause’ of nat u ral 
death in the USA!

In years gone by, the ques tion was asked of a godly in di -
vid ual: “Give me a def i ni tion of fear.”  The re sponse was
‘To mor row’!  What a ‘timely’ def i ni tion of ‘To day’!  Fear
of eco nomic col lapse, Fear of pos si bly unem ploy ment,
health is sues, death and judg ment;  just plain fear of what
may hap pen ‘to mor row’; to name some ‘fears’ as the list
goes on. 

NOW, ac cord ing to Mar tin Lu ther’s small and large Cat e -
chisms (ex plained) and Scrip tur ally there are two kinds of 
‘fear’ among hu man ity:  There is a ‘child-like fear’ and a
‘slav ish fear’.  For the un saved, there ought to be a ‘slav -
ish fear.’  John 3:18 and 36, Rev e la tion 20:11-15, 21:8; as
they are ‘with out EXCUSE’ for ex am ple.

Back to the ‘Cat e chism’, “When do we fear God?  We
fear God when we think so highly of Him, that we are
afraid of of fend ing Him by any wrong do ing.  Ps. 33:8. 
‘Let all the earth fear Je ho vah.’  Of how many kinds is the 
fear of God?  Of two kinds: slav ish fear and child-like
fear.  What is meant by slav ish fear?  When we fear God
be cause we are afraid of pun ish ment.  What is meant by
child-like fear?  When we love God so dearly that we
wish to do noth ing that is against His will.  Gen. 39:9. 
‘How then can I do this great wick ed ness, and sin against
God?’  1 John 4:18 ‘Per fect love casteth out fear’.”  Re -
mem ber ing that God’s Book, the Bi ble is GRACE and
given to ‘us’ in LOVE; which def i nitely in cludes the Ten
Com mand ments: yet Lu ther de fines each Com mand ment
with ‘We should fear and love God …’

Let me give you two com mon, sim ple ex am ples:  A per -
son who can not float nor swim jus ti fi ably fears large bod -
ies of wa ter as far as ‘div ing’ into them; but that does n’t
mean they should not use soap and wa ter for cleans ing. 
The same is true with ‘gas o line’ which is noth ing to play
with; but many of us en joy the power/en ergy that it pro -
duces in our ve hi cles, etc.  

So what has hap pened to ‘many’ of the as sem bling to -
gether in ‘wor ship’ of our cru ci fied and risen Sav ior? As
‘our’ rev er ence for God rises and falls, so ‘our’ wor ship
of HIM will fol low like a ‘shadow’.  As ‘we’ gather to -
gether in wor ship ing HIM ‘we’ need to re al ize we are
stand ing upon Holy Ground; as we meet GOD in ev ery

page and verse of the BIBLE!  (Let alone that mar vel ous
fact that HE is in the midst of them where two or three are
gath ered in HIS NAME)!  You see a ‘wor ship ser vice’
should not be ca tered to ‘our de sires’; BUT what is most
pleas ing to HIM, out of re spect and rev er ence.(The same
is true in our ‘in di vid ual lives’).  Sin gu larly, I be lieve
‘our’ great est ex pres sion of ‘wor ship’ is ad mit ting our
NEED and in so do ing fear, love, honor, glo rify HIM; as
HE meets our ab so lute/es sen tial NEED!  “But as for me, I 
will come into Your house in the mul ti tude of Your mercy;
In fear of You I will wor ship to ward Your holy tem ple”
Psalm 5:7.  “Oh, wor ship the LORD in the beauty of ho -
li ness!  Trem ble (fear) be fore Him, all the earth” Psalm
96:9.  As you know God seeks for those that re al ize
“’God is Spirit, and those who wor ship Him must wor -
ship in spirit and truth’” John 4:24.  “There fore, since we 
are re ceiv ing a king dom which can not be shaken, let us
have grace, by which we may serve God ac cept ably with
rev er ence and godly fear.  For our God is a con sum ing
fire.”  He brews 12:28-29.  There are many Bi ble verses
that ex press a godly/child like fear).  Ex am ple of some:
Job 1:1, 8, Psalm 25:13, 33:8, 34:8-9, Prov. 14:26-27,
13:4, Isa iah 8:13, and He brews 5:7.

The Bi ble is very clear that the ‘fear of man’ is a snare. 
You know what will so and so think IF I share my tes ti -
mony?  Do you call your self a ‘Chris tian’?  I am re minded 
of a great ce leb rity of years gone by, who shared/chal -
lenged his ‘sons’;  “Be care ful in re gards to your life style
be cause that fam ily name means some thing!”  Be liev ers
were first called ‘Chris tian’ at Antioch (Acts).  As Mar tin
Lu ther shared that JESUS was God’s Am bas sa dor to hu -
man ity and Chris tians are lit tle am bas sa dors in and to this
world!  YES, rep re sent ing the King of kings and Lord of 
lords!  So thus saith the LORD!  

The word Sab bath means REST!  Is n’t it mar vel ous that
God’s only be got ten SON made Heaven poor in be ing our 
per fect sub sti tute and tri um phantly said on Cal vary’s
Cross ‘It is Fin ished’; that you and I could be come rich
(Gift of Sal va tion).  BUT in or der for a ‘Gift’ (pur pose) to
be com pleted it has to be per son ally re ceived!  NEED!
Luke 19:10. “For though you wash your self with lye, and
use much soap, Yet your in iq uity is marked be fore Me,’
says the Lord God” Jer e miah 2:22. Isa iah 64:6, 1:18. 
Mar vel ous, God’s Mercy, Grace, Love and Power for
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Charles Spurgeon’s Morning

“We must through much trib u la tion en ter into
the king dom of God.”  Acts 14:22

God’s peo ple have their tri als.  It was never de signed
by God, when He chose His peo ple, that they should be an
un tried peo ple.  They were cho sen in the fur nace of af flic -
tion; they were never cho sen to worldly peace and earthly
joy.  Free dom from sick ness and the pains of mor tal ity was 
never prom ised them; but when their Lord drew up the
char ter of priv i leges, He in cluded chastisements amongst
the things to which they should in ev i ta bly be heirs.  Tri als
are a part of our lost; they were pre des ti nated for us in
Christ’s last leg acy.  So surely as the stars are fash ioned by 
His hands, and their or bits fixed by Him, so surely are our
tri als al lot ted to us: He has or dained their sea son and their
place, their in ten sity and the ef fect they shall have upon
us.  Good men must never ex pect to es cape trou bles; if
they do, they will be dis ap pointed, for none of their pre de -

ces sors have been with out them.  Mark the pa tience of
Job; re mem ber Abra ham, for he had his tri als, and by his
faith un der them, he be came the “Fa ther of the faith ful.” 
Note well the bi og ra phies of all the pa tri archs, prophet,
apos tles, and mar tyrs, and you shall dis cover none of
those whom God made ves sels of mercy, who were not
made to pass through the fire of af flic tion.  It is or dained of 
old that the cross of trou ble should be en graved on ev ery
ves sel of mercy, as the royal mark whereby the King’s
ves sels of hon our are dis tin guished.  But al though trib u la -
tion is thus the path of God’s chil dren, they have the com -
fort of know ing that their Mas ter has tra versed it be fore
them; they have His pres ence and sym pa thy to cheer them, 
His grace to sup port them, and His ex am ple to teach them
how to en dure; and when they reach “the king dom,” it
will more than make amends for the “much trib u la tion:
through which they passed to en ter it. 

now there is a ‘rest’ for chil dren/heirs of God: both Spir i -
tu ally and ‘our’ la bors.  See Colossians 2:6-10,  He brews
4:9 – 16.  “But to him who does not work but be lieves on
Him who jus ti fies the un godly, his faith is ac counted for
righ teous ness” Romans 4:5.

BUT be ing as a whole we have lost the ‘fear’ of sin; ba si -
cally by re nam ing it, by call ing it mis takes, er rors, short
com ings, etc.  For ex am ple: the Third com mand ment
(keep ing in mind ALL of God’s com mand ments, not just
the Ten; are given for ‘OUR” good and ben e fit out of His
un con di tional LOVE).

The ‘third’ com mand ment was in place long be fore Mo -
ses time and is re spected in the New Tes ta ment as well.  
Je sus came not to abol ish the LAW; but to ‘ful fill it’.  You
can call a dog’s tail a leg; but still how many ‘legs’ does a
dog have?  Call his ‘tail’ any thing you want, but he still
has just four legs!  Re-la bel the poi son bot tle of sin any
name; but it is still SIN!  When we make light or sport of
SIN or Sa tan, we are grad u ally hard en ing our hearts/con -
science.  God tells us whom to ‘FEAR’: “‘And do not
fear those who kill the body but can not kill the soul. 
But rather fear Him who is able to de stroy both soul
and body in hell.’” Mat thew 10:28.  How ‘we’ NEED to
pray for a ‘spir i tual iron back bone’ that we tell/live His
TRUTH in Love!

Oh, some will say I can ‘wor ship’ GOD among the
‘beauty’ of His Cre ation; BUT it still is n’t LIKE be ing in
the ‘house of God/Prayer; re gard less what is said.  (A Bi -
ble be liev ing/prac tic ing as sem bly).  The New Tes ta ment
‘Sab bath’ is the First Day of the Week (Sunday) and even
though EVERY ‘day’ is a gift from God and should be
lived as such!  Deu ter on omy 5:29: out of fear, LOVE

and re spect/rev er ence for HIM!!

God tells us: what so ever thy hand findeth to do, do it
heart ily unto HIM! Colossians 3;16-17, He brews 13:15. 

God clearly tells us that He in tends for ‘us’ to work six
days a week and on the Sab bath/Sunday REST.  Oh, yes,
quickly there are those who say and prac tice rest ing on
Sunday is ‘le gal ism’ and most cer tainly in do ing so un der
the Law would be cor rect and in dan ger of losing their
‘joy’ and even tu ally ‘sal va tion’; but a bib li cal ‘pietist’
will obey out of love for HIM!  Je sus shares if we obey,
re spect/rev er ence HIM, keep ing His com mand ments is
done out of LOVE: not that I have too, but want too – 1
John 4:17-19.  (Keep in mind/prac tice the dis tinct dif fer -
ence be tween ‘slav ish fear’ and ‘child-like fear).

Yes, a ‘time’ is com ing when those who are still liv ing
phys i cally and are not right with GOD will cry out for the
rocks/hills/moun tains to hide them from GOD, but to NO
AVAIL!  BUT we who know ‘JESUS’ per son ally will
stand be fore HIM in love.  Ev ery per son, man, woman,
child will ei ther stand be fore God’s Great White Judg -
ment Throne OR ac count abil ity be fore JESUS as there
are one of two ‘judg ment seats each one of us will ap pear
in di vid u ally one DAY! He brews 9:27.

When was the last time you told JESUS ‘I love you’? 
“Now may the  God of peace who brought up our Lord 
Je sus from the dead, that great Shep herd of the sheep,
through the blood of the ev er last ing cov e nant, make
you com plete in ev ery good work to do His will, work -
ing in you what is well pleas ing in His sight, through
Je sus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.” He brews 13:20-21.



From Our Fellowship Circle

T. B. Can non Falls, MN
En closed is a check for $...  for the Morn ing Glory.

I re gret to in form you that Loren passed away in 2011
from …

O. L. A. New port, N. C. 
Thank you for your let ter.  God bless the Morn ing Glory
and its staff. 

I’m sorry about not send ing in a check un til now as my in -
come is fixed and …

Also I’m thank ful that Pas tor’s wife is on the mend.

En closed is a $ … Check.

God Bless!

S. W. M C, WA
Thank you for send ing the Morn ing Glory.  May the Lord
con tinue to use your pub li ca tion and mis sion for His
glory.

I am now 90 years old and need to cut down on pub li ca -
tions.  Please elim i nate me from your mail ing.  Thanks.

En closed please find $ …

Mr. & Mrs. M. L. R. Lake City, IA
Wow!!  The Morn ing Glory just keeps get ting better – tell -
ing it like it is!!  Want ev ery one to read it!  Keep up the
great work!!

Ed i tor’s Note: Let ‘us’ give the credit to where the ‘credit’
be longs. I/we are sin ners washed in the Blood of the
Lamb: by His Grace we are ‘cleansed ves sels’.  So Praise
His Holy Name!

E. O. S. Wanamingo, MN
It is nice and white in this part of Min ne sota!

The check en closed is to help in spread ing the real News
as you are do ing ev ery month.

May you and yours have a Blessed Easter and the Morn -
ing Glory is nice to re ceive and read  as it co mes ev ery
month.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Praise the Lord, as HE gave ‘us’ a mar vel -
ous Hauge Spring Bi ble Con fer ence at Osakis, Min ne sota
(Elim Lu theran Church).  

The pres ence of the Lord was very spe cial, Mes sages
again Bib li cally sound, Sing ing great, Tes ti mo nies good,
Fel low ship sweet and the Chris tian hos pi tal ity great, with
new sub scrib ers to the Morn ing Glory en cour ag ing.  PTL  

Hope fully ‘we’ can see a goodly num ber of you at ‘our’
Hauge An nual Bi ble Con fer ence at Bethesda Lu theran
Church in Westby, Wis con sin on June 7 – 9, 2013.   Again, 
please pray for this ‘con fer ence’ and the ‘min is try’ of the
same!  Thank you.

Likely you no ticed from the ‘Fel low ship Cir cle’ that we
would ap pre ci ate hear ing from you!

May ‘our’ Liv ing Sav ior richly Bless You and make you
an even greater bless ing unto oth ers! 
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The Safe Path

“Have you stud ied Vol taire, Tom Pain, Rob ert
Ingersoll, or any of those fel lows?” asked a friend of
a Chris tian cap tain of a steam ship.

“No,” re plied the cap tain.
“Well, you should.  You can’t fairly turn down

their ar gu ment un til you have thor oughly in ves ti -
gated for your self,” ar gued the cap tain’s boy hood
friend.

“I’ve been cap tain of this ship for a long time,
John,” re turned the cap tain. “The chart that was
given me early in my ca reer pointed out the deep wa -
ter that would carry the ship safely into port.  As a
young cap tain, I never con sid ered it ad vis able to in -
ves ti gate the rocks; the ex pe ri ence I’ve known other
chaps to have with the rocks has been suf fi cient
warn ing for me.  So, the Bi ble that I learned at my
mother’s knee, in the old Sunday school and from my 
pas tor is my chart for the sea of life.”

              Se lected.
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No One Understands Like Jesus
By Ra nee (Stueland) Nash

Ed i tor’s Note:  The fol low ing ‘words’ were writ -
ten by ‘our’ daugh ter as a child.

No one un der stands like par ents

When I fal ter on my way; 

Tho I fail them, sadly fail them,

They’ll en cour age me to day.

No one un der stands like mother,

Lov ing, car ing con stantly; 

Bring ing strength and com fort gladly,

Dis ap point ing tho I be.

No one un der stands like fa ther,

 Watch ing and pro tect ing me; 

Tho I do com plain and ar gue,

He sets down good rules for me.

No one un der stands like par ents,

When the days are dark and grim;

No one is so near, so dear as par ents,

Sweeter still my love for you.

No one un der stands like fam i lies,

Grow ing closer to our Lord;

Help ing, teach ing one an other,

Some day we will meet in heaven!

No one un der stands like Je sus,

When the foes of Life as sail;

I should never be dis cour aged,

Je sus cares and will not fail.

Holy Matrimony 

Gen e sis 2:21 – 25

What a won der ful mo ment it must have been for Adam
when he first saw Eve.  At the first wed ding, the Cre ator
both gave the bride away and per formed the wed ding.  Of
all the crea tures God had made, none was found suit able,
ap pro pri ate or ac cept able to be a “help meet for (Adam)”
(vv. 18, 20).  Man is unique among all of cre ation.  God
Him self stated that it was not ben e fi cial for Adam to “be
alone.”  This was the only thing in all of cre ation that was
des ig nated as “not good.”  Ob vi ously, this oc curred prior to
God’s state ment in Gen e sis 1:31, where ev ery thing God
saw was “very good” – which once again in di cates that
these two chap ters are com pli men tary, not con tra dic tory. 
Adam needed a helper, and God pro vided what Adam
needed, as He had pre vi ously.  The Lord’s so lu tion was to
take a rib from Adam and form a woman, his wife, for him
(1 Cor. 11:9).  Eve was not an en tirely sep a rate per son from
her hus band.  She was an im por tant part of Adam (v. 24; 1
Cor. 11:8).

Adam’s re ac tion to God’s pro vi sion could be de scribed
as one of grat i tude and sat is fac tion.  As Adam gazed upon
Eve, he voiced his as sess ment of this won der ful cre ation
God had brought to him, (v. 23).  Verse 24 pres ents some
ba sic prin ci ples for mat ri mony: The hus band is to leave the
home in which he was raised and cleave to his wife, es tab -
lish ing a new fam ily.  This leav ing is not aban don ment of
the prior fam ily, but the pri or ity is now to be his wife.  To
“cleave unto his wife” means “to cling” to her.  Mar riage is
ex clu sively het ero sex ual (male/fe male) and is a life long
com mit ment.  Do we show our love and af fec tion to the
mate God has gra ciously pro vided?                   Gary D. Freel 

Taken from ‘Feature’, Fundamental Evangelistic
Association, Copyright 2009, Permission Granted,

Telephone  805 – 528-3534

Ed i tor’s Note:  Malachi 2:15-16,  Like two pieces of
‘pa per’ sol idly glued to gether and can not be sep a rated
with out ‘hurt ing/in jur ing’ one an other! Ephe sians 5:22 –
33, 1 Pe ter 3:1 – 12.  SINGULARLY the ‘glue’ that holds a
mar riage to gether is for give ness!  Ec cle si as tes 4:12.  (Ce -
mented in God’s Holy WORD, the Bi ble).

You can say, “If I had a lit tle more,  
I should be very sat is fied.”

You make a mis take.  If you are not con tent with 
what you have, you would not be sat is fied if it 

were dou bled. 

Charles Spurgeon



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Church Bylaws Should Define Marriage

With the U. S. Su preme Court set to take up gay mar -
riage and po ten tially le gal ize it this sum mer, churches that 
host wed ding cer e mo nies or other events for tra di tional
cou ples should ex am ine their by laws and shield them -
selves from the im pact of pos si ble lit i ga tion, says an at tor -
ney who spe cial izes in re li gious lib erty is sues.

The jus tices are sched uled in March to hear two cases
con cern ing gay mar riage and by June could ei ther up hold
the tra di tional def i ni tion of mar riage or le gal ize gay mar -
riage in all 50 states.  Al li ance De fend ing Free dom (ADF)
– a re li gious lib erty le gal or ga ni za tion – is hop ing for the
for mer but pre par ing churches for the lat ter, just in
case…”              Baptist Press

Fifteen Hundred Abortion Clinic
Closures Since 1991, 660 Remaining.

On the 40th an ni ver sary of the Roe v. Wade de ci sion
le gal iz ing abor tion, pro-lif ers have some thing to cel e -
brate: the clo sure of 1,500 abor tion clin ics over the past 22 
years.

In 1991 there were 2,176 sur gi cal abor tion clin ics na -
tion wide; to day there are 660 and (the num ber is) fall ing. 
Over 1,500 abor tion clin ics, 70 per cent of the to tal, have
closed their doors for good.

“Abor tion has been le gal for 40 years this month (Jan -
u ary), and 57 mil lion ba bies have paid with their lives. 
While the pro-life move ment has not ended all abor tions
yet, it has made some sig nif i cant prog ress,” said Ken
Brady, pres i dent of Planned Child hood Life.

Christian Newswire

Federal Lawsuits Pile Up Against
Obamacare Mandate

There are now 45 sep a rate law suits chal leng ing the
HHS man date, which is a reg u la tion un der the Af ford able
Care Act (aka “Obamacare”).

“Amer i cans should be free to honor God and live ac -
cord ing to their con sciences no mat ter where they are.  A
per son’s faith con vic tions don’t dis ap pear the mo ment he
or she steps out side of a church build ing,” said ADF (Al li -
ance De fend ing Free dom) Se nior Coun sel Mi chael J.
Norton, a for mer U.S. at tor ney.  “This law suit puts a glar -
ing light on the fact that the Obama ad min is tra tion just
does n’t un der stand what re li gious free dom re ally is.  All
Amer i cans have a God-given free dom to live and do busi -

ness ac cord ing to their faith, and the First Amend ment has 
al ways pro tected that.”

ADF de scribes the man date as one that forces em -
ploy ers, re gard less of their re li gious or moral con vic tions,
to pro vide in sur ance cov er age for abor tion-in duc ing
drugs, ster il iza tion and con tra cep tion un der threat of
heavy pen al ties.

Alex Murashko for ChristianPost.com

JC Penney, Sears Respond to Christian
Complaints Over SNL Skit “Djesus
Uncrossed”

Ma jor re tail ers JC Penney and Sears have taken mea -
sures to ad dress de mands from Chris tians fu ri ous over an
of fen sive skit that aired (in Feb ru ary) on NBC sketch
com edy show Sat ur day Night Live, ac cord ing to the
Amer i can Fam ily As so ci a tion.

The AFA re vealed … that af ter pe ti tion ing JC Penney, 
Sears and Sears sub sid iary Kmart to stop fund ing the
“anti-Chris tian” con tent pro moted on Sat ur day Night Live 
dur ing its Feb ru ary 16 air ing, two of the re tail ers took ac -
tion.

“Thanks for bring ing it to our at ten tion; it was n’t sup -
posed to hap pen, and we’re tak ing steps to make sure it
does n’t hap pen again.  Go ing for ward, our ads will not run 
in this form again around SNL,” Sears said in a let ter to the 
AFA …

While JC Penney did not im me di ately re spond to
com plaints from Chris tians around the na tion … the AFA
re vealed that the re tailer with held ads from the Feb ru ary
23 air ing of the long-run ning com edy pro gram.  The com -
pany also re moved its ad from the NBC web ver sion of the 
Sat ur day Night Live  ep i sode. 

Amer i can Fam ily As so ci a tion Pres i dent Tim
Wildmon ap plauded JC Penney and Sears in their re -
sponse to pro tests against the SNL skit and ex pressed
hope that pa trons who had boy cotted the re tail ers for sup -
port ing “trash” will re turn their busi ness to these stores.

Nicola Menzie for ChristianPost.com
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Woe unto you who call evil good, and good evil…therefore,
as the fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes the
chaff, so their root will be rottenness, and their blossom will 

ascend like dust; because they have rejected the law of the
Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy one of

Israel. (Isa. 5:20,24)



Arkansas Legislature Overrides
Governor’s Veto of Twenty-Week
Abortion Ban

Ar kan sas state leg is la tors voted to over ride Dem o -
cratic Gov er nor Mike Beebe’s veto of a bill that will ban
abor tions in the state at 20 weeks, un less the woman is a
vic tim of rape, in cest or her life is at risk due to a med i cal
emer gency. . . .

Melissa Barnhart for ChristianPost.com

Newtown, Conn.

The Jew ish women’s or ga ni za tion Hadassah will
plant 3,300 trees in Is rael in mem ory of the 20 chil dren
and 6 adults shot to death last De cem ber in New town,
Con nect i cut.  This trib ute is be ing done at the re quest of
the fa ther of Noah Pozen, the only Jew ish child killed in
the mas sa cre.           Se lected.

House Passes Bill Allowing FEMA
Disaster Aid for Churches

A bill that would al low houses of wor ship to re ceive
fed eral di sas ter aid eas ily passed … in the House of Rep -
re sen ta tives.  …  The bill will have to be passed by the
Sen ate and signed by the pres i dent for it to be come law…

Napp Nazworth for ChristianPost.com

Ed i tor’s Com ments:  Churches, be ware!  This is NOT a
path on which you want to take your min is try.  When the
gov ern ment doles out money to “nonprofits,” you can be
sure there will be strings attached.  Their she kels al ways
have strings, and the strings bring shack les.  Our coun sel
–DON’T take their money!

Sword of the Lord

LAND O’ GOSHEN, IT’S A LOCUST
PLAGUE 

When the lo custs swarmed in Egypt around 3,500
years ago, the Is ra el ites in the land of Goshen were spared.  
Not this time.  A plague of lo custs that first swarmed in
Egypt this past March also swarmed in Is rael as well.

The re port of dam age to crops in Egypt is stag ger ing;
how ever in Is rael the crop dam age was less se vere, thanks
mainly to its abil ity to fight off the lo custs with pes ti cide
sprays on the ground and from the air

The lo custs were re port edly the size of small birds. 
The swarms started in the south ern Negev be fore ad vanc -
ing into cen tral and north ern Is rael.  Driv ers com plained

they could not see out their wind shields, and the po tato
farm ers said many of their crops were ru ined.  But not all
com plained; work ers from Thai land got out their skil lets
and be gan to en joy a tasty meal, not al ways avail able. 
Even some Is rae lis cooked up a batch or two, since lo cust
are con sid ered ko sher. 

Taken from The Vine and the Branches (In for ma tion
NY Times 3/6/13)

Family sues school over anti-abortion
fliers

• A sixth-grader was stopped from hand ing out fli ers
op pos ing abor tion at her St. Paul char ter school, prompt -
ing her fa ther to sue. 

By PAUL WALSH 

A St. Paul, MN. sixth-grader's fa ther has gone to
court, al leg ing that Nova Clas si cal Acad emy vi o lated her
freespeech rights by block ing her from hand ing out fli ers
op pos ing abor tion. 

Nich o las Zinos, a Cath o lic book re tailer and re viewer, 
sued Thursday in fed eral court on be half of his daugh ter,
An nie, over an in ci dent that hap pened dur ing lunch time
Feb. 27 at the St. Paul char ter school, an indepen dent pub -
lic school. 

An nie and her friends were handing out fli ers that had
two phrases X’ed out: “Save the baby seals” and “Save the 
baby whales.” Next came “Save the baby hu mans STOP
ABORTION.”

Two days later, the suit said, An nie and her friends
were told by Miranda Mor ton, the school's director for
grades 6-12, that some peo ple were of fended by the fli ers
and handing them out was not al lowed be fore, dur ing or
af ter school. 

They were also told that school pol icy re quires stu -
dents to ob tain prior ap proval, but the suit said, “there are
no writ ten guide lines … to fol low when de cid ing which
post ers, fli ers or. notices to ap prove.” 

The suit also pointed out that there is a “pro-life stu -
dent club” for ninth through 12-grad ers that “pro moted
pro-life is sues at the acad emy.”

The suit quotes Nova Executive Di rec tor Brian
Bloomfield as explaining in an e-mail to Zinos and his
wife Em ily, that “pub lic schools have every right to pro -
hibit stu dent speech.” …

Taken from the Star Tribune, April 27, 2013
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Read Ephesians 4 – 6 
By John A. Hash, Litt. D.   

Bit ter ness to ward oth ers is of ten the re sult of fault -
find ing and an un for giv ing spirit.  For some, feel ings of
bit ter ness are a re ac tion to those who of fended them so
deeply they felt they could not for give the of fender.  But,
by the grace of God, we must, and can, give up all
thoughts of re sent ment and ill will with out ex cep tion.  We
can let the Spirit of Christ flow through us and man i fest
His lov ing-kind ness.  “Let all bit ter ness (re sent ment), and 
wrath (quar rel ing),   and an ger, and clamor (slan der), and
evil speak ing, be put away from you, with all mal ice (or ill
will)” Ephe sians 4:31.

In stead of bit ter ness or an ger, there should be
tenderheartedness.  We are to be ”kind to one an other,
tenderhearted, for giv ing one an other, even as God for
Christ’s sake has for given you” (4:32).

Quar rel ing is an out burst of re tal i a tion – of ten with
loud, abu sive lan guage – pos si bly a re ac tion to some one
who fails to meet our ex pec ta tions.

Even more se ri ous is the sin of evil speak ing.  To slan -
der a per son is an of fense against God Him self, who cre -
ated  that per son in His im age (Malachi 2:10).  It is listed
as one of the seven sins that God hates the most (Prov erbs
6:16-19).

Mal ice is a de sire to hurt or cause suf fer ing – an evil
de sire that Christ con demned when He said: ”Who so ever
hates his brother is a mur derer; and you know that no
mur derer has eter nal life abid ing in him” 1 John 3:15.

The pres ence of any of these evils de stroys one’s
peace of mind, and af fects one’s re la tion ship with God. 
Such feel ings or emo tions will be over come when we al -
low the Holy Spirit to rule our lives.  “But if you for give
not men their tres passes, nei ther will your Fa ther for give
your tres passes” Mat thew 6:15. 

In stead of al low ing thoughts of bit ter ness, wrath, an -
ger, and mal ice to de stroy us, we should re spond with
com pas sion to any who of fend us.  We are to pray for them 
just as sin cerely as Ste phen prayed while he was be ing
stoned to death: “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” 

Acts 7:20.
Be cause of the in dwell ing Holy Spirit, ev ery Chris -

tian is a rep re sen ta tive of the Lord Je sus Christ, and is re -
spon si ble for, as well as ca pa ble of, re spond ing with the
love of God for the un lovely.  We are to “en deavor to keep
(main tain) the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace … 
That we … speak ing the truth in love, may grow up into
him in all things, who is the Head, even Christ: From
whom the whole Body (the church), closely joined to -
gether and com pacted by that which ev ery joint (each one) 
sup plies … Work ing to gether … ed i fy ing it self in a spirit of 
love” Ephe sians 4:3, 14-16). 

This is one of the many great rea sons why God has
com manded that we not for sake or ne glect to as sem ble to -
gether” He brews 10:25.  Within the Church Body, we can
unite with oth ers in en deav ors that ex press God’s love,
and pray for ways to en cour age, strengthen, and bless oth -
ers who need His love.

God’s love is a uni fy ing power; there fore, as we co op -
er ate with God and with other Chris tians, we re veal His
love to a lost world.  Our great est use ful ness and fruit ful -
ness co mes as we sub mit our selves one to an other in the
fear of God … For we are mem bers of His Body (Ephe -
sians 5:21, 30).  

Cross Ref er ences: For Ephe sians 4:8: See Psa.
68:18.  Eph. 4:25: See Zech. 8:16.  Eph. 4:26: See Psa.
4:4.  Eph. 5:31: See Gen. 2:24.  Eph. 6:2-3: See Ex.
20:12; Deut. 5:16.

Taken from Bible Pathway Dec., 1997

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For ‘Our’ Benefit & Good!
Ed i tor:  Frankly I am ‘some what’ amazed, dumb -

founded and be wil dered when I see and sense a fair
amount of Chris tians who dis cern the ‘signs of the times’
(Hand writ ing on the wall/storm clouds over the ho ri zon);
but will not take the op por tu nity, priv i lege & re spon si bil -
ity of get ting deeper into God’s Word (the Bi ble) and seek
out more op por tu nity of ‘gath er ing’ around and un der HIS 
WORD!  There are proper prep a ra tions for likely a ter ri ble 
‘storm’ OR a ‘sol dier’ for ‘bat tle’ –  my self in cluded.  OH
how we NEED to ASK GOD in His ten der mercy to
shake/awaken/re vive ‘us’ out of ‘our’ com pla cency and
lethergy!  Oh, how we need a Heaven sent REVIVAL:
(Please draw a fig u ra tive cir cle on the ‘floor’ and step in -
side that cir cle and ask GOD to ‘re vive’ ALL within the
same; for ‘our’ own good and ben e fit.

P. S.  ‘Back slid ing starts in such a sub tle way that
most of us are not aware of it, and many of us may be
backslidden and may not re al ize it.’         The o dore H. Epp
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WHEN
WHEN you de pend upon man, You get what ‘man’ can 
do.

WHEN you de pend upon pro grams, You get what
‘pro grams’ can do,

WHEN you de pend upon or ga ni za tion, You get what
‘or ga ni za tion’ can do.

BUT – WHEN you de pend upon GOD in prayer,

You get what GOD can DO!



A Free and Living
Congregation: 

What Are Its Char ac ter is tics?

Ac cord ing to (Dr. George) Sverdrup, the Spirit-
 guided, liv ing con gre ga tion has four dis tin guish ing char -
ac ter is tics,

FIRST, liv ing con gre ga tion has an over whelm ing
con cern for the lost.  “If the Spirit of God is in the con gre -
ga tion, then there will be first a man i fes ta tion of zeal for
the sav ing of souls.  That is the first and most im por tant of
all the marks of life …, the godly burn ing de sire for the
sal va tion of souls…  All other con sid er ations are set aside, 
and then the only thing that mat ters is this ques tion: can
we awaken the sleep ing, can we save the dying, can we
free the slaves, can we lead them to ev er last ing life?”

SECOND, the bond age to out ward forms of re li gion
will be bro ken.  In its place will be “Bi ble read ing and
prayer and song both in the homes and the church.”

THIRD, if there is spirit and free dom in the con gre ga -
tion, church mem bers will no lon ger live for ma te rial pos -
ses sions and money-greed ily hoard ing it up or spend ing it
self ishly.  In liv ing con gre ga tions, “one lives for God and
for Christ and the con gre ga tion.  Then one tries to earn
money so one can give for the pur pose of fur ther ing the in -
ter est of God’s king dom.”

FINALLY, all mem bers of the con gre ga tion – la ity as
well as pas tors – will be work ing to gether, us ing the gifts
God has given to build the fel low ship.  “IF the Spirit is in
the con gre ga tion, then dif fer ences in rank and pride of of -
fice are at an end.  There is only one rank which has any
worth; that is the rank of grace, and there is only one rank
that is sought af ter, a godly, child like heart.”  There fore,
the work of the church should not be left to the pas tor
alone.  There is work for ev ery one.  “The scrip ture teaches 
that there are dif fer ent gifts of grace, but the same Spirit…  
The free con gre ga tion does not know a dif fer ence of rank
be tween pas tor and lay peo ple: it only knows the dif fer -
ence be tween dif fer ent works, the dif fer ent gifts and dif -
fer ent times and op por tu ni ties that are given the in di vid ual 
Chris tian.”

Ex cerpt from The Quest for Free dom, AFLC Par ish
Ed u ca tion, per mit ted.

Min is ters

The Min is try is noth ing but an Of fice

(Ed i tor: There is no doubt that the fol low ing ar ti -

cle by Mar tin Lu ther is di rected to the child of
God, who has a ‘liv ing’ re la tion ship with JESUS:
Jus ti fied by Grace Alone, Faith Alone & the Word 
Alone!)

Now you may say: If it is true that we are all priests
and should preach, what sort of cha otic con di tion will fol -
low?  Is there to be no dis tinc tion among the peo ple and
are women also to be priests?  An swer: In fair ness no
priests in New Tes ta ment times should wear ton sures. 
(The shaven patch worn by monks.)  Not that it is wrong in 
it self; for a per son has the right to let him self be shorn. 
But it should not be done in or der to make a dis tinc tion be -
tween priests and the or di nary Chris tians – a thing which
faith can not per mit.  So, then, they who are now called
priests are all lay men like the oth ers, and only some are of -
fi cials, elected by the con gre ga tion to preach.  Thus there
is only an out ward dis tinc tion for the sake of the of fice to
which one is called by the con gre ga tion but be fore God
there is no dif fer ence.  And only for this rea son are some
in di vid u als se lected from the mul ti tude that in place of the
con gre ga tion they may bear and ex er cise the of fice which
they all have, not that any one has more au thor ity than an -
other.  There fore no one should rise up of him self and
preach in the con gre ga tion; but out of the mul ti tude one is
to be se lected and ap pointed, and he may be re moved
when it is de sir able.  Yet these men (the Ro man hi er ar chy)
have formed an or der of their own, as if it were of God,
and they have as sumed such li cense that al most in the
heart of Chris ten dom there is a greater dif fer ence than be -
tween us and the Turks.

When you look at peo ple as Chris tians, you must rec -
og nize no dis tinc tion; you should not say, This is a man or
a woman, a ser vant or a mas ter, old or young, as Paul tells
us (Gal. 3:28).  They are all one and are a purely spir i tual
peo ple.  There fore one and all are priests; all may pro claim 
God’s Word, ex cept that women are not to speak in the
church but should let the men preach, be cause of the com -
mand that they are to be sub ject to their hus bands, as St.
Paul teaches us (1 Cor. 14:35).  Such or der God per mits  to 
re main, but He makes no dis tinc tion as to au thor ity.  How -
ever, if no men are pres ent, but women only, as in a nun -
nery, there a woman may be se lected to preach. 

*Exposition of 1 Peter 2:5 (selected)
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It’s always a good idea to keep your
words soft and sweet.  You never
know when you have to eat them!



The Lay People Are the Church
Priest hood of Be liev ers and the Min is try

(Ed i tor: IF you have n’t done so, be sure to read
an other ‘brief’ ar ti cle in this is sue of the Morn ing
Glory [on page 11] by Mar tin Lu ther be fore you
come to any con clu sions).

For al though we are all priests (born again ‘be liev -
ers’), this does not mean that all of us can preach, teach,
and rule.  Cer tain ones of the mul ti tude must be se lected
and sep a rated for such an of fice.  And he who has such an
of fice is not a priest be cause of his of fice but a ser vant of
all the oth ers, who are priests.  When he is no lon ger able
to preach and serve, or if he no lon ger wants to do so, he
once more be comes a part of the com mon mul ti tude of
Chris tians.  His of fice is con veyed to some one else, and he 
be comes a Chris tian like any other.

This is the way to distinguish between the office of
preaching, or the ministry, and the general priesthood of
all baptized Christians.  The preaching office is no more
than a public service which happens to be conferred upon
someone by the entire congregation, all the members of
which are priests.

*Exposition of Ps. 110:4.  (selected)

Ed i tor’s Note:  I be lieve also that Mar tin Lu ther
shared, “A lay man armed with Scrip ture is might ier/stron -
ger than the might i est Pope with out Scrip ture”!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“With out faith it is im pos si ble to please God
be cause any one who co mes to him must be lieve 

that he ex ists and that he re wards those who
ear nestly seek him.”

WE all need faith for des per ate days, and the Bi ble is
filled with ac counts of such days.  Its story is told with
them, its songs are in spired by them, its proph ecy deals
with them, and its rev e la tion has come through them. 
Des per ate days are the step ping-stones on the path of
light.  They seem to have been God’s op por tu nity to pro -
vide our school of wis dom.

Psalm 107 is filled with sto ries of God’s lav ish love. 
In ev ery story of de liv er ance, it was hu man kind com ing to 
the point of des per a tion that gave God His op por tu nity to
act.  Ar riv ing at “their wits’ end” (Ps. 107:27) of des per a -
tion was the be gin ning of God’s power.

Re mem ber the prom ise made to a cou ple “as good as

dead” that their de scen dants would be “as nu mer ous as
the stars in the sky and as count less as the sand on the sea -
shore” (Heb. 11:12).  Read once again the story of the Red 
Sea de liv er ance, and the story of how “the priests who
car ried the ark of the cov e nant of the LORD stood firm on
dry ground in the mid dle of the Jor dan” (Josh 3:17). 
Study once more the prayers of Asa, Jehoshaphat, and He -
ze kiah when they were se verely trou bled, not know ing
what to do.  Go over the his tory of Nehemiah, Dan iel, Ho -
sea, and Habakkuk.  Stand with awe in the dark ness of
Geth sema ne, and lin ger by the tomb in Jo seph of
Arimathea’s gar den through those dif fi cult days.  Call to
ac count the wit nesses of the early church, and ask the
apos tles to re late the story of their des per ate days.

Des per a tion is better than de spair.  Re mem ber, our
faith did not cre ate our des per ate days.  Faith’s work is to
sus tain us through those days and to solve them.  Yet the
only al ter na tive to des per ate faith is de spair.  Faith holds
on and pre vails.

There is not a more he roic ex am ple of des per ate faith
than the story of the three He brew young men Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego.  Their sit u a tion was des per ate,
but they bravely an swered, “If we are thrown into the
blaz ing fur nace, the God we serve is able to save us from
it, and he will res cue us from your hand, O king.  But even
if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will
not serve your gods or wor ship the im age of gold you have 
set up” (Dan. 3:17-18).  I es pe cially like the words “But
even if he does not”!  

Let me briefly men tion the Gar den of Geth sema ne
and ask you to pon der its “nev er the less.”  “If it be pos si -
ble … Nev er the less …” (Matt. 26:39 KJV).  Our Lord’s
soul was over whelmed by deep dark ness.  To trust meant
ex pe ri enc ing an guish to the point of blood, and dark ness
to the very depths of hell – Nev er the less!  Nev er the less!

Find a hym nal and sing your fa vor ite hymn of des per -
ate faith.                          S. Chadwick

When ob sta cles and tri als seem 
Like prison walls to be, 
I do the lit tle I can do
And leave the rest to Thee.

And when there seems no chance, no change,
From grief can set me free,
Hope finds its strength in help less ness, 
And calmly waits for Thee.

Taken from Streams in the Desert by L. B. Cowman,
copyright 1997 by Zondervan

Ed i tor’s Note: Much of the print em pha sis is by this
ed i tor.
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THE FIRST QUESTION
A HIGH MAN WHO CAME DOWN 

By Pas tor R. Norheim

Ev ery body en joys pro mo tion and el e va tion; it gives
one a feel ing of pres tige and im por tance.  Some are lifted to
high po si tions with very lit tle ef fort of their own.  Oth ers,
like Zacchaeus in Luke 19, must slowly and la bo ri ously
climb, step by step, to heights at tain able.

We are not told how Nicodemus and gained his high
po si tion as a “ruler of the Jews”.  There was pos si bly a com -
bi na tion of both.  No man could se cure lead er ship in the
Phar i see Party with out con nec tions and pull.  As we read
this third chap ter of St. John we be come aware, how ever, of 
an ear nest ness and sin cer ity that we would not ex pect to
find in dig ni tar ies ac cus tomed to ser vice on sil ver trays. 
Here is a man, who in his el e vated po si tion, could have or -
dered Je sus to come to him; but to the con trary, we see him
go ing out of his way to see Him.  Be cause he came at night,
some have con sid ered him a cow ard, who did n’t dare to be
seen in Je sus’ pres ence in the day time.  There is not so lit tle
of cow ard ice in all of us.  Nicodemus was no ex cep tion. 
We can well imag ine he had made many res o lu tions to see
Je sus; res o lu tions that had bro ken like soap bub bles in the
morn ing sun.  His ques tions do not bear the marks of im pul -
sive think ing, pro duced on the spur of the mo ment.  It took
the di vine prob ing of Christ’s state ments to put those
thoughts into words, but ba si cally these were the thoughts
of his own un happy heart.  So we are deeply im pressed that
here we see a man seek ing peace with God, ques tion ing,
wres tling, long ing, hun ger ing – al most to the point of de -
spair.  No, we can’t call Nicodemus a cow ard.  Ju das was a
cow ard.  And Nicodemus could have be come one, had he
con tin ued to fight his voice of con science.  But though he
came at night, though he came at a late hour, he nev er the -
less came to Je sus.

Though he came seek ing an swers to some very press -
ing ques tions, he, how ever, made his ap proach much the
same way the av er age per son does.  Note first the re spect ful 
greet ing, “Rabbi”.  Next, the of fered com pli ment: “We
know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man
can do these mir a cles that thou doest, ex cept God be with
him.”  Pos si bly there was a hid den mo tive be hind this com -
pli ment; for even a seek ing soul has an Old Adam that’s
very much alive!  He would long have re mem bered Je sus’
re turn com pli ment – “And Nicodemus, I’ve heard some
won der ful things about you and your work.  No man could
do the great things you’re do ing, were he not a most ex -
traor di nary per son!”  But no!  Such words were never ut -
tered by the Lord Je sus.  He did n’t even say, “thank you.” 
His curt re ply causes us to won der if He’d ac tu ally been lis -

ten ing at all to these nice words just spo ken.  Oh, yes, He
heard them, for as God, though in the flesh, He could n’t
miss them.  But He heard more – the un ut tered words – the
cries of the soul seek ing God!  And so He waves aside all
nice ties, and like a di ag nos ing doc tor con front ing as emer -
gency case, He quickly co mes to the mat ter of great est,
most ur gent im por tance; “Ver ily, ver ily I say unto thee, Ex -
cept a man be born again he cannot see the king dom of
God.”  How shock ingly sur prised Nicodemus must have
been; but at the same time re lieved.  Je sus had given him
words to form the first ques tion:

“How Can a Man be Born Again?”

This is life’s most im por tant ques tion.  It has been
worded dif fer ently down through the ages, but in es sence,
it’s the same cry of the heart for re gen er a tion Da vid
pleaded, “Cre ate in me a clean heart, O God!”  Isa iah la -
mented, “Woe is me, for I am un done!”  The Je ru sa lem
throng at Pen te cost cried, “Men and breth ren, what shall we 
do?” and the Philippian jailer said, “Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?”  But here we find words ut tered for the first time
by Je sus: “BORN AGAIN” – WORDS THAT ONLY God
could pro duce – words that sin ful men ac cept, but the
self-righ teous re ject, be cause they are words of con ver sion.  
High men must come down, proud men must be hum bled,
great men must be come noth ing.  All must be lost be fore all
can be gained.  The price is too great.  Self re fuses to die. 
There must be some other, more hon or able way …”Away
with this man!”

An other ruler, the so-called Rich Young Ruler, said this 
in fact, though not in words: “Away with this man!  I love
my money!  My pres tige!  My im por tance!  My self! … But
the Holy Scrip tures turned the ta bles on the Rich Young
Ruler … “he went away sad …!”  When you cru cify Christ
afresh, you cru cify your last hope of eter nal life, and your
last hope be comes a lost hope.

Nicodemus came to Je sus by night – but Ju das and the
Rich Young Ruler went out, as a light goes out, “and it was
night!”  Not an other word … no sun rise … no morn ing …
only black, eter nal, end less night … and gnash ing of teeth.

How can a man be born again?  First, he must die.  “Ver -
ily, ver ily, I say unto you, Ex cept a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth
much fruit.  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that
hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eter nal.” 
John 12:24-25.  Death to self preceeds life in God.  The
sword that old Sim eon pre dicted (Luke 2:35) would pierce
the pos ses sive mother-heart of Mary must, in like man ner,
pierce ev ery re pen tant heart, un til we say, “What so ever HE
saith, do it!”  Mary sur ren dered all her rights when her son
per formed His first mir a cle in Cana of Gal i lee, and de clared
Him self to be the Son of GOD.  And al though one false
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trans la tion reads, “Woman, what wouldst thou have me to
do?”, as if Je sus were still tak ing or ders from Mary, the true
read ing is, “Woman, what have I to do with thee?” John 2:4. 
The sword of the Lord had pierced her  heart.  She must here
openly take her stand with all oth ers who are saved by faith
in GOD’S Son – not her son.  Mary had to step aside that we
might see Je sus.  Like wise your pos ses sive heart must give
up all claims to righ teous ness and die, if you are to be born
again and live HIS life.

 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nei ther are
your ways my ways, saith the Lord.  For as the heav ens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isa iah 55:8, 9.  Had
Nicodemus been dil i gently read ing the Prophet Isa iah, these
words should have come to his mind.  For, surely, Je sus was
say ing the same thing: “Your thoughts, Nicodemus, are not
my thoughts.  You are still think ing your car nal thoughts –
‘Can he en ter the sec ond time into his mother’s womb, and
be born?’  Though you put a re li gious dress on your car nal
thoughts, still your lan guage be trays you.  “That which is
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the spirit is 
spirit.” Vs. 6,7.  The new birth is not an im prove ment of the
flesh.  It is not giv ing you a sec ond chance.  God gave Is rael
many new starts, but they failed ev ery time; there fore He
said, “O that there were such a heart in them, that they would
fear me, and keep all my com mand ments al ways, that it
might be well with them…,” Deut. 5:29.  He knew it was not
in them to be able to do this.  Be cause of man’s orig i nal sin,
none can think God’s thoughts nor walk His ways.  God must 
be ad mit ted to man’s heart, so he be comes a new crea ture. 
This mys tery of the new birth is, there fore, the key to the an -
swer of the ques tion, “How can a man be born again?”  Nei -
ther ref or ma tion nor im prove ment of the old Ad am ic na ture
can take the place of re gen er a tion.  The best you can do will
only has ten your speed to hell.  “Mar vel not, you must be
born again.”

(Lord willing: to be continued in the Morning Glory;
“Three Questions in John 3”.  From  three Radio

Sermons) by Pastor R. Norheim, Lutheran Gospel Hour,
Taken from A High Man Who Came Down

OF LEARNED MEN

(Mar tin) Lu ther, re prov ing Dr. Mayer, for that he was
faint-hearted and de pressed, by rea son of his sim ple kind of 
preach ing, in com par i son with other di vines, as he con -
ceived, ad mon ished him, and said: Lov ing brother, when
you preach, re gard not the doc tors and learned men, but re -
gard the com mon peo ple, to teach and in struct them clearly.  
In the pul pit, we must feed the com mon peo ple with milk,
for each day a new church is grow ing up, which stands in
need of plain and sim ple in struc tion.  Keep to the cat e -

chism, the milk.  High and sub tle dis course, the strong
wine, we will keep for the strong minded.

(Mar tin) Lu ther ad vised all who pro posed to study, in
what art so ever, to read some sure and cer tain books over
and over again; for to read many sorts of books pro duces
rather con fu sion than any dis tinct re sult; just as those that
dwell ev ery where, and re main in no place, dwell no where,
and have no home.

Taken from The Table Talk of Martin Luther, Copyright
1952 by The World Publishing Company

Ed i tor’s Note:  Je sus said: “’Feed My lambs’, ‘Tend My
sheep, ‘Feed My sheep.’  “For ev ery one who par takes only
of milk is un skilled in the word of righ teous ness, for he is a
babe. But solid food be longs to those who are of full age,
that is, those who by rea son of use have their senses ex er -
cised to dis cern both good and evil”. He brews 5:13-14.

A But ter fly Les son

Sup pose a vis i tor to our earth from an other planet were
to see a cat er pil lar on a rose bush, and that a con ver sa tion
could take place be tween them.  It might go some thing like
this:

“How ugly you are, and how gross.  You do noth ing but 
eat, eat, eat all day long,” says the vis i tor.

“True,” re plies the cat er pil lar, “but I won’t al ways be
like this.  Some day I’ll have beau ti ful wings and fly from
flower to flower.”

“A likely story,” says the vis i tor with a laugh.
A few days later this stranger finds a hard, brown

chrys a lis on the rose bush and is sur prised to hear the cat er -
pil lar’s voice say ing, “Now I’m worse off than be fore.  You
think I’m dead be cause I can nei ther move nor eat, but soon
I shall have a res ur rec tion and fly in the sun.”

“Poor, de luded worm,” says the vis i tor; “you’d better
ac cept the fact that your life is over.”

Three weeks later the stranger, stroll ing in the rose gar -
den, is sur prised to hear the cat er pil lar’s voice again.  Look -
ing for the chrys a lis, he sees one beau ti ful wing and then
an other un fold ing from its cracked shell.

“You see,” says the voice, “my res ur rec tion has come”;
and spread ing its wings the but ter fly flits away to en joy its
won der ful new ex is tence.

Now we are im pris oned in heavy, earth bound bod ies. 
One day, like the chrys a lis, they will be come in ert – and the
un be liev ing will pro claim it to be the end of us.  But the res -
ur rec tion day is com ing when we shall rise new ness of life
to re ceive bod ies like Christ’s that will be as spir i tual as His
and able to move at least as quickly as our minds and souls
are now.                                             Pul pit Helps



Where Are You in Your Walk 
with the Lord?

K. P. Yohannan (Founder & Pres i dent 
– Gos pel for Asia)

When Je sus lived and walked on this earth, vast num -
bers of peo ple came to Him with enor mous prob lems. 
How did He re spond?  He healed and de liv ered them from
their af flic tions with great com pas sion.

For awhile, His 12 dis ci ples were just ob serv ers, but
all that changed when Je sus called them to serve Him.  He
gave them au thor ity to heal the sick and to cast out de mons 
and told them to go and preach the King dom.  He ex -
plained what this call meant for them: “Don’t love and
hold on to your life, but give it away in stead” (see Mat -
thew 10:39).

We must be con tin u ally re minded that the call of
Christ on our life never changes – no mat ter what.  But so
of ten we change as we grasp the re al ity of the nar row road.  
Let us look at some prac ti cal, spe cific di rec tions Je sus has
given us for fol low ing Him.

Re mem ber the re al ity of our world

Re cently I read the re sults of a 10 – year study on the
fate of peo ple liv ing in Asian slums.  The sta tis tics of tens
of thou sands of chil dren be ing traf ficked, abused and
killed are tragic.

Let us ex am ine our hearts.  Do we see that these chil -
dren be long to the Liv ing God?  (?? Ed i tor)  What about
the unreached mul ti tudes in our world who have no so lu -
tion to their prob lems or sin?  There is no hope for them in
this life or in the next, ex cept in Je sus Christ.  (Ed i tor: At
Home or Abroad IF they do not know JESUS as their per -
sonal Sav ior.  See John 3:18 & 36).

We must com mit our lives to see the Gos pel preached
un til the very end.  We can not com pro mise, change or go
back.  We must stay fo cused.

En ter into the ex pe ri ence of the Lord

Thirty years af ter the fact, Mat thew wrote about this
in ci dent in his Gos pel: But when He saw the mul ti tudes,
He was moved with com pas sion for them, be cause they
were weary and scat tered, like sheep hav ing no shep herd” 
(Mat thew 9:36).  

Why did n’t Mat thew write, “When we saw what was
hap pen ing, we broke down in tears and were over come by
in cred i ble pain for the lostness of the mul ti tude”?  Be -
cause the hearts of the dis ci ples were not ten der like Je sus’ 
heart.  They only watched Him and, per haps, won dered
what was wrong with Him.  

Christ’s goal for His dis ci ples was that they would un -
der stand that He came not to live and be King, but to go to

the cross and die.  They com pre hended this later, and
Church his tory says that all ex cept John died as mar tyrs.

May God help us to en ter into the life, ex pe ri ence and
ag ony of our Lord for the lost world.  (Ed i tor: As you
know, the world is made up of in di vid u als, like maybe
your neigh bor, rel a tive, friend, fel low church mem ber or
even maybe YOU)!

Un der stand that prayer is the only hope

“There fore pray the Lord of the har vest to send out
(Ed i tor – Thrust/com pel) la bor ers into His har vest” (Mat -
thew 9:38).

This was the blue print Je sus gave to His dis ci ples in
light of the mas sive task of reach ing the lost be fore they
per ished.  And I am con vinced that there is no other way to 
get the job done.  The quick est way to see a break through
is to talk to God about it.

The words in Jer e miah 8:20 are still the cry of nearly 2 
bil lion peo ple: The har vest is past, the sum mer is ended,
and we are not saved!”  I tell you, time is run ning out!

When was the last time you prayed with pas sion and
tears for those who are lost?  With out a deeper and more
pro found com mit ment to prayer on our part, noth ing will
change this trag edy.

Self-pres er va tion is not the Chris tian ity of the Bi ble

There is no way we can ful fill the call the Lord gave us 
to reach the unreached with out suf fer ing.

My dear broth ers and sis ters, most of the West ern
Chris tian ity that we are ac cus tomed to is all about pre serv -
ing our life.  We are told that we can have a won der ful life
here on earth be fore go ing to heaven.

But that is not the Chris tian ity of the New Tes ta ment. 
I chal lenge you to read it again and again.  Don’t try to
find com men tar ies and peo ple who will sup port you in
spar ing your life.  Em brace the One who suf fered and died 
on the cross for you and for all those who have yet to hear
His name – choose to fol low in His foot steps.

Com mit your self afresh

It’s a mis take to think that Christ had only 12 dis ci -
ples.  No, He had hun dreds.  But ev ery time He said, “The
cost for you to fol low Me is sac ri fice, pain and be ing oth -
ers – cen tered,” peo ple be gan to drop out one by one.  In
the end, Je sus turned to the Twelve and asked them,
“Lord, to whom shall we go?”  Pe ter re plied.  You have the 
words of eter nal life” (John 6:67-68).

Where are you in your walk with the Lord?  Let us
each com mit our selves afresh to the call the Lord gave us,
and let us con tinue our jour ney to fol low Him.  

Taken from Send! – Gos pel for Asia
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE

This month we will have our An nual Con fer -
ence of the Hauge Innermission Fed er a tion in
Westby, Wis con sin on June 7-9.  We want to ex -
tend an in vi ta tion for you to at tend.  The sched ule
for the con fer ence was printed in the May is sue of
the Morn ing Glory.

If you are un able to at tend, would you please
re mem ber us in prayer and for the anoint ing of the
Holy Spirit to be upon each mes sen ger and for the
Lord to meet each need spir i tu ally, emo tion ally
and phys i cally.  He is more than able to do this,
and we look to our Great God to pro vide.  If you
would like to send an of fer ing to help meet the fi -
nan cial needs, that would be much ap pre ci ated.

Above all things, pray that the Lord Je sus
Christ would be lifted up and ex alted, and do His
Will in each and ev ery life.

Up Date

Abun dant Giv ing

“And God is able to make all grace abound
to you, that al ways hav ing all suf fi ciency in
ev ery thing, you may have an abun dance for

ev ery good deed.” (2 Cor. 9:8)

God is a great giv ing God.  In Lu ther’s Ex pla na tion
to the First Ar ti cle of the Apos tles’ Creed, Lu ther
states:  “I be lieve that God has cre ated me and all that
ex ists, that HE HAS GIVEN and STILL PRESERVES
TO ME my body and soul, my eyes and ears, and all
my mem bers, my rea son and all the pow ers of my soul, 
to gether with food and rai ment, home and fam ily and
all my pos ses sions.”

Ev ery thing that we need for life in this world is
given to us as a gift from God. It is easy to fall into the
trap to where we for get that God is the pro vider of all
we have.  Nat u ral think ing says that we just went down 
to the store and pur chased what we needed.  Yet, un less 
God had cre ated all things in the be gin ning, and pre -
served them down through the ages, there would be no
store and you would have noth ing to pur chase with.

God de sires to bless our lives with an abun dance, as
the Scrip ture above in di cates.  This hap pens when we
take what God has given to us and share it with oth ers. 
God has given us sal va tion in Je sus, and we share that
with oth ers.  God has given us a sta ble and joy ful emo -
tional life, so we share that with those we meet that
they might see the life Je sus has within us.  God has
given us jobs and in come, and so we share with those
faith ful min is tries, so that they might con tinue to share
the truth of God’s Word with oth ers.  God wants us to
have an abun dance so that we have enough to share
with oth ers.

We be lieve that your tithe should go first to your lo cal 
church that is pro claim ing the truth.  Then, as God has
blessed you and you have an abun dance, you can share
of fer ings to other min is tries.  We sim ply ask peo ple to
give as God has blessed them and as di rected alone by
the Holy Spirit.  He knows our needs and knows your
pro vi sion.  It should not be done out of com pul sion, but
rather out of joy be cause of what the Lord has first done
for you and what He has pro vided for you.

Thank you to ev ery one who has prayed for us and
sup ported us.  May the Lord bless you richly.

April’s In come for Morn ing Glory is app. $3,165.00
in clud ing of fer ings re ceived at the Spring Con fer ence.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is sue
(monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000 plus
other ex penses.


